Some quotations from the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg:

Most people at the present day who belong to the Church believe that everyone is
going to rise again on the last day and to do so at that time with his body. This supposition is
so universal that scarcely anyone ... believes anything different. But that supposition has
gained strength because the naturally-minded person imagines that the body alone is the
possessor of life. Consequently if one were not allowed to believe that this body is going to
receive life once again one would refuse to believe in any resurrection at all. But the truth of
the matter is that a person rises again immediately after death, at which point one seem to ...
be in one’s body just the same as when one was in the world, having a face and members,
arms, hands, feet, breast, belly, and loins like the ones one had before.... However, that
which one sees and touches is not one’s external which one carried round in the world but
the internal which constituted the real person. That internal is what had life within it, but it
had the external surrounding it, or outside every individual part of it, enabling it to exist in
the world where it could act in the right way and carry out its functions.

Arcana Celestia #5078.3

Since the Lord's Human was glorified, that is, made Divine, therefore, after death He
rose again on the third day with His whole body. This does not happen to any one, for one
rises again only as to one’s spirit, and not as to one’s body.

Doctrine of the Lord #35.9

It is recorded also in the Word that there was an earthquake when the Lord suffered
upon the cross, and also when the angel descended and rolled away the stone from the
mouth of the sepulchre; by each earthquake was signified a change in the state of the
church. Concerning the earthquake [which took place] when the Lord suffered, it is thus
written: “The veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth
did shake, and the rocks were rent. The centurion and they who were guarding Jesus with
him, seeing the earthquake, and those things that were done, feared greatly, saying, Truly
this was the Son of God” (Matt. xxvii. 51, 54). And concerning the earthquake which took place
when the angel descended and rolled away the stone from the mouth of the sepulchre, it is
thus stated: When “Mary Magdalene came and the other Mary to see the supulchre; and,
behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled away the stone from the mouth, and sat upon it” (Matt. xxviii. 1, 2). Those
earthquakes took place to indicate that the state of the church was then being changed; for
the Lord, by His last temptation, which He sustained in Gethsemane and upon the cross,
conquered the hells, and reduced to order all things there and in the heavens, and also
glorified His Human, that is, made it Divine, therefore, there was an earthquake....

Apocalypse Explained #400.14

The reason frankincense and incense were used among the ancients in sacred acts of
worship is that’odour' corresponds to perception, and ’a fragrant odour’ - like that of the
aromas which various kinds of spices have - to a pleasing and acceptable perception, as is
the perception of truth derived from good, or of faith from charity. Indeed the
correspondence of one to the other is such that, as often as it pleases the Lord, actual
perceptions in the next life are converted into odours.
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What more can be said each Easter? Easter (like Christmas) is one of those crystalizing moments
for the first-century Christians as well as for each of us today— at once momentary and progressive,
cosmic as well as individual. It takes four gospels written in different places and times to narrate. It
took Easter evening as well as Easter morning for the risen Christ to reveal all that was said of him
in Moses, the Prophets and Psalms. And Emanuel Swedenborg begins the process of opening the

Scriptures. Moreover, it takes a lifetime on earth and eternity to grow toward our angelic potential.
*® *® *® *® *® *® *®

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I
create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, And joy in
My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the voice of crying.
“No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man who has not
fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one
hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not
plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My
elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth
children for trouble; For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, And their
offspring with them. “It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while
they are still speaking, I will hear.

Isaiah 65:17-24

Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other
women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they
found the stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus. And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two
men stood by them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to
the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here,
but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying,”The Son
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day
rise again.' “ And they remembered His words. Then they returned from the tomb and told
all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the
mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. And
their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. But Peter arose
and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he
departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

Luke 24:1-12

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the
earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
Colossians 3:1-4



