
Some quotations from the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg:
Conjunction with God the Father is not possible, but only conjunction with the

Lord, and through Him with God the Father. This scripture teaches and reason sees. The
Scripture teaches that God the Father has never been seen or heard, and cannot be seen
or heard; consequently that from Himself, as He is in His own Esse and Essence, He
cannot operate at all in man.

This is because He is in the firsts and the principles of all things, thus pre-
eminently above every sphere of the human mind; for He is in the firsts and the
principles of all things of wisdom and all things of love, with which man can have no
conjunction whatever; consequently if He Himself should draw near to man, or man to
Him, man would be consumed and would melt away like wood in the focus of a
powerful lens, or rather like an image thrown into the sun itself.

But that there may be conjunction with God the Father through the Lord, is
evident from the passages just quoted, that not the Father, but the only begotten Son,
who is in the bosom of the Father, and who has seen the Father, has brought to view and
revealed those things which are of God and from God.
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As from His birth the Lord had a human from the mother, and as He by
successive steps put it off, it follows that while He was in the world He had two states,
the one called the state of humiliation or emptying out [exinanitio], and the other the
state of glorification or unition with the Divine called the Father…. In the state of
humiliation He prayed to the Father as to one who was other than Himself; but in the
state of glorification He spoke with the Father as with Himself. In this latter state He
said that the Father was in Him and He in the Father, and that the Father and He were
one. But in the state of humiliation He underwent temptations, and suffered the cross,
and prayed to the Father not to forsake Him. For the Divine could not be tempted, much
less could it suffer the cross. From what has been said it is now evident that by means of
temptations and continual victories in them, and by the passion of the cross which was
the last of the temptations, the Lord completely conquered the hells, and fully glorified
His Human, as has been shown above.

Doctrine of the Lord #35.3

The Lord had two purposes in coming into the world, redemption and the
glorification of His Human; and by these He saved both men and angels. These two
purposes are quite distinct, but still they are combined in effecting salvation. The nature
of redemption was shown in the preceding paragraphs to be a battle against the hells,
their subjugation and afterwards the ordering of the heavens. Glorification, however, is
the uniting of the Lord's Human with His Father's Divine. This took place by stages and
was completed by His passion on the cross. For every person ought … to approach God,
and the more nearly one does so, the more closely does God on His side enter…. The
reason why the actual union was fully achieved by the passion on the cross is that it was
the last temptation which the Lord underwent in the world; and temptations create a
link. In temptation it looks as if a person is left to himself, but one is not, since God is
then most closely … and secretly gives one support. When therefore anyone is
victorious over temptation, one is most inwardly linked with God….

True Christian Religion #126
5 / 27 / 01 5 / 8 2005



Rev, F. Robert Tafel. Pastor Emeritus
Cambridge Swedenborg Chapel www.swedenborgchapel.org

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM
BIBLE STUDY & SWEDENBORGIAN IDEAS

THE GLORIFIED CHRIST: THE LORD GOD WHOM WE WORSHIP
The Glorification of the Lord is a distinctive festival arising from our understanding of

God through the theological writings of Swedenborg. It represents a completion of a process
whereby the human of Christ was made divine. Traditional Christology celebrates the
Ascension of Christ who is to return in a future Second Coming. The doctrine of the
Glorification integrates the Ascension, human redemption and salvation with the Second
Coming as an ongoing process in the hearts and minds of people.

* * * * *
For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is

Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, with one who has a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. For I will
not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for the spirit would fail before me, and
the souls which I have made."

Isaiah 57:15-16

 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man,
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into
his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations
and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Daniel 7:13-14

The revelation of Jesus Christ … To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. “I
am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,  “who is, and who was, and who is to
come, the Almighty.” I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said:  “Write on a scroll what you
see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Laodicea.”  I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me.
And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was
someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a
golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow,
and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and
his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and
out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in
all its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his
right hand on me and said:  “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the
Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of
death and Hades.

From Revelation 1


