
Some quotations from the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg:

The Lord conjoins Himself to uses by means of correspondences, and thus by means
of appearances in accordance with the confirmation of these.... All things in the Word are
pure correspondences of spiritual and celestial things, and because they are correspondences
they are also appearances; that is, all things of the Word are the Divine Goods of the Divine
Love and the Divine Truths of the Divine Wisdom. These in themselves are unveiled, but
they are clothed in the sense of the Letter of the Word. They therefore appear like a man in
clothing which corresponds to the state of his love and wisdom. From this it is clear that if
one confirms in oneself appearances it is as if one were to believe that clothes are the men;
thus appearances become fallacies. It is otherwise if a man seeks for truths and sees them in
the appearances.

It is the same with regard to riches and wealth; for these also are natural and temporal
as well as spiritual and eternal. Riches and wealth are natural and temporal with those who
have regard to these only and to themselves in them, finding in them their whole pleasure
and delight. These same things, however, are spiritual and eternal with those who have
regard to good uses in them, finding in uses interior pleasure and delight. Moreover, with
such persons the outward pleasure and delight become spiritual, and the temporal becomes
eternal. Therefore, after death they are in heaven; and there they live in palaces, the useful
furnishings of which are resplendent with gold and precious stones. These things, however,
they regard only as externals resplendent and translucent from their internals which are uses;
and from these uses they derive real pleasure and delight, which in themselves are the
blessedness and joy of heaven.

By uses are meant not only the necessaries of life which have relation to food,
clothing and habitation for oneself and one’s dependents, but also the good of one’s country,
of society, and of one’s fellow-citizens. Business is such a good when business is the
supreme love and money is a mediate and subservient love, provided the business man or
woman shuns and turns their back on fraud and evil practices as sins. It is otherwise when
money is the supreme love and business is a mediate and subservient love; for this is
avarice, which is a source of evils. Concerning this see Luke 12:15, and the parable relating
to it, (verses 16-21).

Divine Providence #220.6, .10-11

‘Let no one leave any of it until the morning’ means that they must not be anxious to
acquire it of themselves. This is clear from the fact that the manna was given every morning
and that worms bred in what was left over, meaning that the Lord provides people’s
requirements every day and that for this reason they ought not to be anxious to acquire them
of themselves. The same thing is meant by daily bread in the Lord’s Prayer and also by the
Lord’s words in Matthew,

Do not be anxious for your soul, what you are going to eat or what you are going to
drink, nor for your body, what you are going to put on. Why be anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they
spin. Do not therefore be anxious... (Matt. 6:25-end).

Similar words occur in Luke (12:11, 12, 22-31).
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PENTECOST 10: Usefulness &The Joy of Serving Corresponds to Wealth
The joining of spiritual usefulness to natural wealth provides for our eternal well-being

according to the Lord’s Divine Providence. Throughout our natural life in the world, God is ever
seeking to conjoin spiritual values to our natural condition thus providing for our eternal happiness.
Knowledge and money become eternal spiritual values in us when we seek transformation of them
through useful purposes. Learning knowledge that is not put to use, thereby becoming part of us, is
forgotten and laid aside either in our lifetime or when we enter the spiritual world.

* * * * * * *

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son. As they
called them, So they went from them; They sacrificed to the Baals, And burned incense to
carved images. “I taught Ephraim to walk, Taking them by their arms; But they did not
know that I healed them. I drew them with gentle cords, With bands of love, And I was to
them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I stooped and fed them. “He shall not
return to the land of Egypt; But the Assyrian shall be his king, Because they refused to
repent. And the sword shall slash in his cities, Devour his districts, And consume them,
Because of their own counsels. My people are bent on backsliding from Me. Though they
call to the Most High, None at all exalt Him. “How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I
hand you over, Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I set you like Zeboiim?
My heart churns within Me; My sympathy is stirred. I will not execute the fierceness of My
anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim. For I am God, and not man, The Holy One in your
midst; And I will not come with terror. “They shall walk after the Lord. He will roar like a
lion. When He roars, Then His sons shall come trembling from the west; They shall come
trembling like a bird from Egypt, Like a dove from the land of Assyria. And I will let them
dwell in their houses,” Says the Lord.

Hosea 11:1-11

Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over
you?” And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” Then He spoke a parable to them,
saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. And he thought within
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ So he said, ‘I
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops
and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many
years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”‘ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have
provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

Luke 12:13-21


