
Some quotations from the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg:

...The Word is Divine Truth emanating from the Lord, and what emanates from the
Lord is the Lord Himself. Consequently those who read the Word and at the same time look
to the Lord, acknowledging that all truth and all good come from Him, and none whatever
from themselves, receive enlightenment; they see truth and perceive good from the Word.
That enlightenment is provided by the light of heaven, a light which is Divine Truth itself
flowing from the Lord. For this Truth manifests itself before the eyes of angels in heaven as
light

Arcana Celestia #9405

The Lord has existed from eternity, as is quite clear from the Word, see 2803, even
though He was born at a particular point in time. For He it was who spoke through Moses and
the Prophets (having also appeared to many) in whose writings it is said that He was Jehovah.
But this very deep arcanum cannot be revealed to anyone except to those who possess Divine
perception, and so to scarcely any apart from members of the Most Ancient Church, who
were celestial and possessed such perception. From these people I have heard that Jehovah
Himself was the Lord as regards the Divine Human whenever He came down into heaven or
flowed in by way of heaven, for heaven resembles one human being as to all its members,
and for that reason is also called the Grand Man (684, 1276, 2996, 2998, 3021). The Divine itself
within heaven or the Grand Man was the Divine Human, and was Jehovah Himself clothed in
that manner with the Human.

But when the human race had become such that the Divine itself clothed as the Divine
Human could no longer exert any influence on it, that is, when Jehovah could no longer reach
down to mankind in that way because it had moved so far away, Jehovah, who is the Lord as
regards the Divine Essence, came down and took upon Himself the Human, which was by
conception Divine, but by birth from the virgin was like that of any other human being. But
what He received from the virgin He cast out, and by Divine means made Divine the Human
that had been born. From this Human made Divine proceeds all that is holy. Thus the Divine
Human has come into being as an Essence by itself which fills the whole of heaven and
causes those to be saved who previously could not be saved. This now is the Lord, who alone
as to the Divine Human is Man, and from whom everyone has it to be [truly] human.

Arcana Celestia #3061.2,.3

The God whom people worshipped in the Ancient Church was the Lord in respect of
His Divine Human; and it was well known to those people that the Lord was the One who
was represented in each particular religious observance of their Church. A large number of
them also knew that the Lord was going to come into the world, when He would make the
Human within Himself Divine.

Arcana Celestia #6846

Charity consists in the internal affection of doing the truth, and not in an external
affection apart from the former.... Charity thus consists in the performance of uses for the
sake of uses. A life of charity, however, is willing and doing good to the neighbor, acting in
every task out of justice and equity, out of good and truth, and likewise in every public office.
In short, a life of charity consists in performing uses.

Heavenly Doctrine #106, 124
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THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD: Incarnation & Transformation
The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ accomplished spiritual transformation on a cosmic level

and make possible individual transformation by bringing Divine Love, Wisdom and Power into the
human arena – as Emmanuel, God-with-us. Being born at a place and time parallels entering our
affections, understanding and life.

* * * * * * *

The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the
land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. You have multiplied the nation
And increased its joy; They rejoice before You According to the joy of harvest, As men
rejoice when they divide the spoil. For You have broken the yoke of his burden And the staff
of his shoulder, The rod of his oppressor, As in the day of Midian. For every warrior's sandal
from the noisy battle, And garments rolled in blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire.
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment
and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this.

Isaiah 9:2-7

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all
went to be registered, everyone to his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was,
that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth
her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn. Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.
For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: "Glory
to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" So it was, when the angels had
gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." And they
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had
seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all
those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept
all these things and pondered them in her heart.

Luke 2:1-19


