
Some quotions from the theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg:

The God whom people worshipped in the Ancient Church was the Lord in respect of
His Divine Human; and it was well known to those people that the Lord was the One who
was represented in each particular religious observance of their Church. A large number of
them also knew that the Lord was going to come into the world, when He would make the
Human within Himself Divine.

Arcana Celestia #6846

Now since God came down, and He is order, as was proved in that section, He had,
so as to become really man, to be conceived, be carried in the womb, be born, be brought up
and learn items of knowledge one by one, and by their means be brought into a state of
intelligence and wisdom. Therefore in His Human He was a child like any other child, a boy
like any other boy, and so on, the only difference being that He achieved that progress more
quickly, fully and perfectly than others. It is evident from this passage in Luke that He
advanced thus in accordance with order: _The boy Jesus grew and was strengthened in
spirit; and He advanced in wisdom, years and favour with God and men. Luke 2:40, 52. _It
is plain that He did this more quickly, fully and perfectly than others from the description
the same Evangelist gives of Him, as for instance that, when He was a boy of twelve, He sat
and taught in the Temple in the midst of the teachers, and all who heard Him were
astonished at His intelligence and His answers (Luke 2:46, 47 and later 4:16-22, 32). This
was done because Divine order prescribes that a person should prepare himself to receive
God; and as he prepares himself, so God enters into him as into His dwelling and home.
That preparation is accomplished by acquiring knowledge about God and the spiritual
matters which concern the church, thus by means of intelligence and wisdom. For it is a law
of order that in so far as a person approaches and comes near to God, which he should do
entirely as if of himself, so far does God approach and come near to him, and link Himself
to the person in his midst. It will be shown in the following pages that the Lord advanced in
accordance with this order until He reached union with His Father.

True Christian Religion #89

Because twelve signifies all things, and is used in reference to truths from good
which make the church, therefore the Lord, when He was twelve years old, left [His] father
and mother, and tarried in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them
and asking them questions (Luke ii. 42-46); by which is meant the initiation and introduction of
His Human into all things of heaven and of the church. Therefore also when found He said,
"Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s business?”(verse 49).

Apocalypse Explained #430.16

Before the incarnation there was no Divine Human other than a representative one
through some angel or other whom the Lord filled with His Spirit.... And because this was
representative therefore all things of the church at that time were representative and like dim
shapes. But after the incarnation representatives came to an end as the shades of evening and
night do when the sun rises. But the representative Human in which Jehovah presented
Himself in the world before His actual coming was not Powerful enough to enlighten people
spiritually; therefore enlightenment was brought about by means of types and figures alone.

 Nine Questions, 6
12 / 31 / 2006



Rev, F. Robert Tafel. Pastor Emeritus
Cambridge Swedenborg Chapel www.swedenborgchapel.org

SUNDAY MORNING FORUM
BIBLE STUDY & SWEDENBORGIAN IDEAS

INCARNATION PARALLELS REGENERATION: Jesus Growing In Wisdom And Stature
It would be natural for us to wish to know more of the childhood and youth of Jesus. Still,

the Biblical narrative informs us of a beautiful truth in declaring that Jesus “grew in wisdom and
stature and in favor with God and men.” For in doing so, we can sense a parallel of Jesus with the
prophet Samuel and with all of us who seek the path that leads to heaven: the regeneration of our
will and understanding.

* * * * * * *

But Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod.
Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when
she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. And Eli would bless Elkanah and
his wife, and say, "The Lord give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was
given to the Lord.”Then they would go to their own home. And the child Samuel grew in
stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men.

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when
He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast.
When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in
Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; but supposing Him to have been in
the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and
acquaintances. So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him.

Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst
of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him
were astonished at His understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, they were
amazed; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your
father and I have sought You anxiously.”And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did
you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”But they did not understand the
statement which He spoke to them.

Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but
His mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and men.

Luke 2:41-52

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and
cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before
me, for He was before me.’ “And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.
For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He
has declared Him.

John 1:14-18


